
Malibu
    Mirage
Malibu
    Mirage
Malibu
    MirageVolume 17 Number 4 WINTER 2008

Representing Owners and Pilots of High Performance Single Engine Pressurized Aircraft Worldwide

MMOPA 19th Annual Convention
Dallas, Texas

MMOPA Staff and  Volunteers



2 M  MOPAWINTER 2008



3 M  MOPAWINTER 2008

Table of Contents ...

6  Letter from Editor
 by Jeff Schweitzer

 10  Piper Perspective:
  Top of the Line Pipers
    by James Bass

   16  Notes from the President
           by Jim Yankaskas

    36  Aviation News
              by Doug Leet

     40  View From A JetProp 
  by Bob Conrad

  44  Malibu Maintenance
         by Kevin Mead

   50   NBAA Expands Reach To   
                Light Business Airplane 
      Owners
                                             by Ed Bolen

     54  Notes from MMOPA
                 Headquarters
                                               by Russ Caauwe

        61  Classified Ads

         62  Training Update

               62  Calendar of Events

               

     ON THE COVER

     Convention Arrival At   
             McKinney (KTKI).  
      Photo by Jim Wilson

FEATURE ARTICLE

20  MMOPA 19th Annual  
  Convention 
   Dallas, Texas
  by MMOPA Staff and Volunteers



4 M  MOPAWINTER 2008

Advertisers’ Index ...
Editor
Jeff Schweitzer
(512) 264-8026 ● Fax (512) 264-8025
e-mail: jschweit@swbell.net
Send all publishing inquires, manuscripts and
photos to the Editor.  The Editor is responsible
for initial review of all submissions and content.

Publisher
Association Management, Inc. (AMI)
San Antonio, TX  78232
Ship To: AMI
140 Heimer Rd., Suite 560
San Antonio, TX  78232
(210) 491-9473 ● Fax (210) 525-8085
Email: lela.hughes@sbcglobal.net

Design
Diana Ramirez

Officers & Directors
Dr. James R. Yankaskas
President & Board Member
e-mail: pwsjry@med.unc.edu
Mona Rathmel
Secretary/Treasurer & Board Member
Douglas Leet
Board Member
Don Lockard
Board Member
Randy James
Board Member
Richard Geist
Board Member
John Kihm
Board Member
Jonathan Sisk
Board Member
Larry Johnson
Board Member
Jeff Schweitzer
Board Member

Executive Director
Russ Caauwe M●MOPA
P.O. Box 1288
Green Valley, AZ 85622
Phone: (520) 399-1121
US members fax us at: (866) 292-7547
Outside of the US, fax us at: (862) 902-1551
Headquarters e-mail: russ46@cox.net
Website: http://www.mmopa.com

Convention Coordinator
Bill Alberts
(843) 785-9358 ● Fax: (866) 445-8171

Disclaimer

The comments, articles, stories, letters and information
contained in this magazine are the personal opinions of 
the writers and are not to be construed to be-official 
policy or commentary of the Malibu-Mirage Owners and 
Pilots Association.

Neither the Association nor its directors, officers nor the
Publisher give any official sanction to any articles, stories,
letters or information contained herein.

THE PILOT-IN-COMMAND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFE
AND PROPER OPERATION OF HIS/HER AIRCRAFT AND IT
IS THE RESPONSIBLILITY OF THE PILOT-IN-COMMAND TO
OPERATE THAT AIRCRAFT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THAT
AIRCRAFT’S PILOT’S OPERATING HANDBOOK AND OTHER
OFFICIAL MANUALS AND DIRECTIVES.

Advanced Flight Training
Page 61

Air Journey
Page 42

Air Sure, Ltd., LLC
Page19

Aircraft Logs
Page 59

Aircraft Training Services
Page 41

AmSafe
Page 49

Arizona Aircraft Accessories
Page 60

ASI/Modern Aero
Page 7

Aviation Sales, Inc.
Page 47

Aviation Training Management
Page 36

Bruce’s Custom Covers
Page 46

Classified Ads
Page 61

Columbia Aircraft Sales
Page 38

Des Moines Flying Services, Inc.
Page 14

Eclipse International, Inc.
Page 51

Enhanced Flight Group
Page 43

Finnoff Aviation
Page 48

FlightSafety International
Inside Back Cover, page 63

General Aviation and Modification, Inc.
Page 39

Hartzell Propeller, Inc.
Page 8

Holland Aero
Page 41

JetProp
Page 53

Kansas City Aviation Center
Page 18

Lester Kyle’s Aircraft Training 
Pagae 60

Malibu Aerospace
Page 57

Mariani Aviation Service
Page 53

Murmer Aircraft Services
Page 17

New Piper Aircraft, Inc.
Page 10, 11

On Eagle’s Wings
Page 48

Pik*West Insurance
Page 57

Pilatus
Page 5

Plastech Corporation
Page 56

Professional Insurance Management
Page 52

RWR Pilot Training
Page 17

Saunders Aircraft Sales
Page 17

Scheyden Eyewear
Page 58

Schweiss Bi-Fold Door
Page 51

Scope Leasing
Page 15

Sim/Com Training Center
Back Cover,Page 64

Skytech, Inc.
Page 37

Socata Aircraft, Inc.
Inside Front Cover Page 2

Southeast Piper
Page 9, 42

Trend Group
Page 59

The Malibu●Mirage
Owners and
PilOT assOciaTiOn
aPPreciaTes The
suPPOrT OF iTs
adVerTisers.
Please use Their
serVices wheneVer
POssible and
Tell TheM YOu saw 
Their ad in The 
Malibu●Mirage
MagaZine.



5 M  MOPAWINTER 2008



6 M  MOPAWINTER 2008

M•MOPALetter from the Editor

Dallas Convention
MMOPA’s annual meeting in Dallas saw a 
seismic shift that will likely be remembered 
as a turning point in the organization’s 
history.  No, we did not experience an 
earthquake.  The tectonic movement 
we witnessed was the dawning of a new 
era at Piper.  Rather than paraphrase the 
company’s constructive commitment to 
existing owners, MMOPA members and 
potential customers, I have reprinted 
verbatim the presentation that Jim Bass 
gave to open the meeting.  The words 
were backed by deeds.  Piper stepped 
up to the plate to discuss the issues most 
vexing the community right now, including 
potential problems with the nose wheel, 
fuel sending units, and inlet corrosion on 
the Meridian.  Piper gave comprehensive 
overviews of the history and nature of 
the issues, and spent as much time as 
the audience requested to answer any 
questions.  Following each presentation, 
Piper representatives did not leave the 
room until the query, “Are there any 
more questions?” yielded no raised 
hands.  Piper executives were available 
throughout the meeting to discuss with 
members any concerns they might 
have.  Bass made clear that Piper is fully 
committed to supporting the existing fleet 
even as the company ramps up to build 
its flagship aircraft, the PiperJet.  

You will hear this same perspective 
from most of the authors in this issue.  
Typically as editor I filter out repetition 
between stories to create a coherent 
thread throughout the magazine.  Not this 
time.  I want MMOPA members to get a 

raw unfiltered sense of how unanimously 
and strongly this sea change was felt at 
the convention. Plus, this approach is less 
work for me, and in the end, it is all about 
me.

The credit for Piper’s new direction goes 
to Jim Bass and his team.  But I want to 
give a shout out to the MMOPA Board as 
well.  The Directors faced fierce criticism 
of being in “Piper’s pocket” or worse when 
pursing a policy of strategic cooperation.  
Instituting this new strategy required some 
time before the benefits became evident, 
and during the interim, the Directors were 
vilified by critics.  Yet even in the face of 
those attacks, the Board believed strongly 
that members would best be served 
by working constructively with Piper 
to resolve issues in an environment of 
mutual trust and respect.  The fruits of that 
approach were abundantly clear in Dallas.  
That does not mean we will always, or 
even often, agree with Piper.  But we 
are committed, as is Piper, to working 
diligently to cooperate to the maximum 
extent possible to bring resolution to all 
issues as they arise.  

1000 Words
All MMOPA members owe a debt of 
gratitude to Richard Rochfort, who is 
responsible (for better or worse) for the 
majority of photos of the convention 
presented in this issue.  If you enjoy the 
pictures, please credit me with having the 
foresight to ask Dick to serve as official 
photographer.  If not, blame him for bad 
framing and focus.  Also on behalf of our 
members, I would like to offer sincere 
thanks to Bob Conrad, who faithfully took 
trusty camera to all venues to capture 
unsuspecting members enjoying the 
meeting.  I accept “donations” should you 
wish any photos “disappeared.”  

We are fortunate to have two people 
talented with a camera willing to donate 
their time and energy to the organization.  
Thank you, gentlemen.  We are grateful.

Fuel Management
I am writing this from my room in Caneel 
Bay on St. Johns in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, while others are enjoying the 
white sand beaches of this island resort.  
I sacrifice so that we can go to press on 
time.  No, don’t feel guilty.  I’m alright.  
For you, dear reader, I am willing to deny 
myself life’s pleasures.  Don’t even think 

about me laboring in a dark room while 
the sun shines brightly on vacationers 
unburdened by the weight of publishing 
deadlines.  Enjoy.

Getting here turned into an interesting 
exercise in fuel management.  My goal 
was to fly from the southern tip of Florida 
to Puerto Rico for fuel, and then on to St. 
Thomas.  From St. Thomas we would take 
a ferry to the resort on St. Johns.  Since all 
are in the United States, I would avoid any 
hassle with Customs.  The distance from 
Miami to Borinquen in Puerto Rico was 
just at my over-water limit at around 900 
miles.  That means that any headwind or 
weather deviations would require a stop 
along the way.  So I planned for a potential 
landing in the Turks & Caicos or later in 
the Dominican Republic should fuel start 
getting scarce in the tanks.  

Of course on the morning of departure 
from Miami the skies were filled with 
thunderstorms in all quadrants, requiring 
extensive deviations.  Then to my surprise 
I was flying into a 30 knot headwind, 
stronger than forecast.  Alrighty then.  So 
I cut way back on power until I came to a 
specific fuel consumption that would result 
in my landing with 40 gallons in Borinquen.  
The trip would now be 5 hours long.  Over 
Providenciales in the Turks & Caicos my 
trusty Shadin computer calculated landing 
with 39 gallons.  Hmmm.  ATC was kind 
enough to give me, upon request, the 
current weather in Borinquen.  The field 
was solid VFR.  I still had my out in the 
Dominican Republic, so I motored on.  
When the second and last possible fuel 
stop drew near, I was informed by Master 
Shadin that I would be landing with 38 
gallons.  My XM weather showed no 
change in the winds between me and my 
destination, so I had some confidence in 
the calculation.  

Now here was a true dilemma.  I was 
inching, just barely, below my personal 
reserves, always a bad idea in theory.  But 
landing in the Dominican Republic is not 
ideal for many reasons.  I was not keen to 
arrive unannounced, land at an unfamiliar 
foreign airport, go through Customs there, 
and then again when I landed in Puerto 
Rico, all for the sake of 2 lousy gallons.  
Judgment time.

I again asked ATC for the weather at my 
destination, and was again told solid 

by Jeff Schweitzer
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VFR.  So I made the decision to soldier 
past my last gas station until destination.  
And then the winds increased to 50 knots 
on my nose.  Wonderful.  Now committed 
to Borinquen, I would be landing with 35 
gallons.  When ATC started my descent, 
I politely declined, telling them I would 
be staying as high as possible as long 
as possible.  In another unfortunate twist, 
about 30 minutes out from the field, the 
weather had turned, and ATIS (which I 
could now pick up myself) was reporting 
a ceiling of 1500 feet in light rain.  I stayed 
high, shot the RNAV approach to runway 
8, and landed with a total of 32 gallons in 
the tanks.  

I suspect others will disparage the 
decisions I made on this trip. Minimums 
are meant to be absolute, never to be 
violated.  But I think in aviation judgment 
has a role to play, layered on top of 
standard operating procedures.  We 
are not programmed robots.  I truly do 
not know if my decisions reflect good 

judgment; I am satisfied, though, that my 
actions were at least reasonable given 
the options before me.  But the opposite 
conclusion could certainly be argued.  
No doubt the safest course of action is 
to use minimums as an absolute, and I 
respect pilots who fly under that banner.  
The decision I made to fly beyond my 
last fuel stop was intensely personal but 
I think defensible more broadly.  What is 
right for me will seem prudent to some 
and unacceptable to others.  I relay the 
experience to stimulate thinking about 
your own use of minimums in the real 
world.  

If only I were on the beach right now.  
Sigh.

Dirty Dozen
The latest issue of CALLBACK (NASA’s 
Aviation Safety Reporting System Issue 
345 September 2008) offers a summary of 
Transport Canada’s evaluation of human 
factors that impact safety.  The twelve 
are:

  Lack of Communication•	
  Complacency•	
  Lack of Knowledge•	
  Distraction•	
  Lack of Teamwork•	
  Fatigue•	
  Lack of Resources•	
  Pressure•	
  Lack of Assertiveness•	
  Stress•	
  Lack of Awareness•	
  Norms•	

 To explore each of these in detail, go to 
the ASRS free online publication.  Go 
directly to: http://asrs.arc.nasa.gov/
publications/callback/cb_345.htm or 
Google on “NASA ASRS Callback.”  I am 
not sure what “norms” means above, and 
that 12th factor was not explained in the 
publication.  Nevertheless, the rest of this 
list is worth reviewing. 
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Piper Perspective
MMOPA Convention Speech
Dallas, Texas

by James K. Bass
President and CEO
The New Piper Aircraft, Inc.

Editor’s Note:  I asked Jim if he would 
allow us to reproduce his speech verbatim 
for this issue, and he graciously said yes.  
Most members would agree that Jim’s 
presentation was an important milestone. 
Rather than abuse his words with my poor 
editing, I will let his voice come through 
unfiltered.  I have eliminated only his initial 
welcoming remarks.  If you did not have 
the privilege of attending the meeting this 
year, I believe you will be as impressed 
with the speech in writing as we were as 
members of the audience.  

There’s an ancient piece of prophetic 
wisdom about marriage that seems 
appropriate to the occasion.  It suggests 
that no one should ever get married until 
they’ve known their prospective spouse 
for at least a year.  The thinking is that 
after a year you’ve seen the other person 
through every season …and that you have 
a complete sense of who that person is, 
the good and the bad.

Well, when it comes to Piper and MMOPA, 
and particularly your experience with the 
current management group, you’ve seen 
us through the good and the bad.  You’ve 
seen us through many seasons.

I can’t speak for the years before I arrived, 
other than to underscore our heritage 
and our continued commitment to that 
heritage.  But since I arrived at Piper, 
three years ago this month,  my team and 
I have been through some pretty exciting 
seasons.

When I arrived at Piper, there was a sense 
that people felt their best days were 
behind them.  While it was understandable 
considering the devastation that the 
hurricanes inflicted on our community, it 
was a feeling that we had to overcome 
before we could move forward.  Move 
forward we did, and I’m honored to say 
that you’ve been with us all the way.

That’s not to say that we haven’t had our 
rough moments.  I know that contentious 
issues remain, and we are committed 
to resolving them.  High on the list are 
cases of corrosion on a number of Pratt 
& Whitney’s PT6 engines.  There are also 
questions regarding the fuel sensor issue, 
runway excursions and avionics.

We have posted several articles on our 
website about these and other issues, 
with solid explanations and, where 
appropriate, advice on what you can do 
to prevent potential problems or how best 
to address them.

I don’t plan to go into these issues now, 
but John Becker, our Vice President of 
Engineering, and Bob Kromer, our Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing, will be 
addressing many of these issues later 
today.  In addition, representatives of 
Pratt & Whitney Canada are on hand to 
discuss issues pertaining to the PT6 and 

cont. page 12 ►
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Piper Perspective
(continued)

to answer questions.

That said, I want you to know that while 
we are always looking to improve our 
products and services, we have safe and 
reliable aircraft.  Moreover, we are keenly 
aware of the perverse nature of the Law 
of Unintended Consequences.  It holds 
that change is not always beneficial.  
Sometimes change makes matters worse, 
not better.  Therefore, we are very careful 
of what we change, and how we change 
it. 

Nevertheless, we are committed to study-
ing all warranty claims and performing 
root-cause, trend analysis whenever 
anything is suspect. We are also in contact 
daily with our service centers worldwide to 
ensure they have all the latest information 
to make them effective resources for each 
of our customers. During the last few 
years, we have changed for the better.

You have watched us rebuild after the 
hurricanes.  In fact, you helped us 
rebuild with your kind contributions to the 
Employee Relief Fund, a total of $15,000 at 
a time when we were at one of our lowest 
points. And you were there two years ago 
when we signed the Business Alliance 
with Honda, marking a major milestone 
in our development, two important and 
vibrant companies coming together to 
pool their expertise for mutual benefit.  
And, of course, you were there in the last 
few months of 2006 when we introduced 
the PiperJet.  In fact, you picked this 
amazing new airplane’s name.

From there, you saw us forge a new 
relationship with Williams International, 
which is providing the Williams FJ44-
3AP to power our revolutionary PiperJet.   
World-renowned for producing some of 
the world’s finest engines, Williams has 
based the all new PiperJet on the FJ44 

family and its 3.4 million, safety-conscious 
flight hours.  In just the last year, you have 
seen us rekindle our strong relationship 
with Garmin when we announced that 
they would provide the avionics suite for 
the PiperJet.  

And also in 2007, we announced the 
addition of a new member to the PA-46 
family, and the MMOPA family, too, with 
the launch of the Piper Matrix.  What a 
difference a year makes; and 2008 is 
proving to be just as exciting time as the 
seasons that preceded it.

We began the year with the first deliveries 
of the Piper Matrix.  While we were 
conservative in our outlook, we felt we 
had a winner from the start.  What many 
people didn’t get at first is that the Matrix 
was never meant to be a de-contented 
Piper Mirage.  It was, and is, a new aircraft, 
one that speaks to an unaddressed niche.  
And what a success it has been for us.  
The Matrix completes the PA-46 family.  
Based on the world-renowned Malibu 
Mirage, the Matrix is the perfect step-up 
for people who want the luxury of a high-
performance, six-seat, cabin-class plane, 
but with the economy of unpressurized 
thrift.  And that’s what the Piper Matrix 
provides, capturing the focus of pilots 
worldwide.

The Matrix is a logical next step for current 
Cirrus, Cessna, Mooney and Columbia 
owners … people who have no place to 
go from their existing aircraft. It is also a 
logical step up for our own Piper PA-28 
and PA-32 owners, people who are ready 
to move up but don’t want to jump to a 
pressurized aircraft just yet.  

The Piper Matrix makes us a healthier 
and more vibrant company.  At the same 
time, it is also adding to the ranks of 
MMOPA, providing a new aircraft in your 
lineup and lots of new potential members.  
Additionally, it provides us potential 
economies of scale on the manufacturing 
side that will help every Malibu owner.  
Matrix sales have been outstanding.  As 
Bob Kromer, our Sales and Marketing 
Vice President, likes to say: we’ve hit a 
homerun with the Matrix. To date, we have 
orders for more than 100 Matrix aircraft, 
and that represents the full first year of 
that model’s production.

That report card is responsible, in part, for 
Piper flying in the face of the competition, 
something we haven’t seen for many 
years:  At a time when General Aviation’s 
overall piston-aircraft deliveries are down 
by 16 percent for the first half of this year, 
Piper’s piston deliveries are up 18 percent. 
Our overall deliveries for the first half of 
2008 are also up, about 13 percent over 
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Piper Perspective
(continued)

the same period last year.  And, our PA-46, 
models are registering record deliveries.

In all, we delivered 98 piston aircraft in the 
first half of 2008 against 83 piston aircraft 
for the same period last year.  Of that total, 
48, or more than half, were deliveries of 
the Piper Matrix.  Deliveries of the Piper 
Meridian continue unabated, with 20 
aircraft for the first half of this year and an 
expected 53 deliveries in total for 2008. 
In 2009, we expect that number to go to 
60.  Sales in the PA-28 trainer market have 
fallen off, although we periodically get 
large, batch shipment requests from flight 
schools.  

Meanwhile sales of our twins, the Piper 
Seneca V and the Piper Seminole, are 
strong and growing, especially in light 
of Diamond’s issues.  We’ve also seen a 
strong surge in international sales, which 
now account for approximately 40 percent 
of our business, mostly in Europe.  While 
the increase is no doubt driven in part 
by exchange rates, it also reflects the 
allure of our new offerings, as well as 
improvements and innovations within 
the current model lineup. Add to that our 
most recent milestone, first flight of the 
PiperJet proof-of-concept aircraft, and you 
can see why Piper is optimistic about the 
future.  We have, to date, 203 contracted 
orders for the PiperJet, and that number is 

growing.  Just last week we had an open 
house and PiperJet flight demonstration 
in Vero Beach for those of our customers 
who have made deposits on the PiperJet. 
The response was overwhelming.

In all, we had more than 150 in attendance, 
and our dealers are now reporting that 
sales and interest in the PiperJet have 
taken on a new urgency.  Also last week, 
we gave the news media and aviation 
press much the same demonstration, and 
they, too, have been quick to compliment 
the program.  When we first brought 
the PiperJet from the drawing board to 
prototype build, we saw the dawning of a 
new era for Piper.  And now, with the proof-
of-concept in flight, we are moving firmly 
and quickly into a bright and exciting 
future.  While I know I’m biased, when 
it comes to the PiperJet, there is simply 
nothing even close. This Jet speaks of 
speed, grace, and class, and is off the 
charts on the coolness scale! Our delivery 
and sales records are also the best we’ve 
seen in many years.

In 2007, Piper delivered 221 aircraft.  This 
year we expect to build 270, and realize 
significantly more revenue, as the aircraft 
our customers have been buying lately 
are more top of our line.

This year, Piper also celebrates its 71st 

anniversary with more than 51 years in 
Vero Beach.  And we have decided that 
Vero Beach is where we will continue to 
stay.

After announcing the PiperJet at NBAA in 
2006, we received hundreds of inquires 
from economic development offices both 
here in the U.S. and from international 
sources as well. In all, we received 65 full 
proposals.  But I’m glad to say that the 
state of Florida and Indian River County 
really stepped up to the plate with millions 
of dollars in economic development and 
stimulus funds.  

Our rationale for seeking investment 
from our community was, and is, that 
Piper will be making a huge investment 
in Vero Beach and Florida by building the 
PiperJet there.  In turn, we have expected 
that same degree of commitment from our 
home state and county.  What they have 
done for us is provide the funds to make 
operation in Florida competitive with other 
areas where we could have relocated.  In 
the process, I think we have seen a new 
bond between Piper and our hometown.  
We have always been a major contributor 
to the community, but I think there is 
now a new awareness of our level of 
commitment, roughly half a billion dollars 
a year in direct and trickle down funds 
to the community according to a study 
by the Washington Economic Group, a 
world-class consultant to business and 
government.  This is a win-win proposition 
all the way around.

The truth is that in the last three years, Piper 
has moved forward on virtually every front, 
from new product introductions to strong 
sales, from strategic alliances to breaking 
into an entirely new segment with our 
all-new PiperJet.  We are a modern-day, 
American success story: a company that 
relies on American workers to provide the 
next generation aircraft for the world.

So, at the end of the day, is it any wonder 
that the men and women of Piper believe 
their best days are ahead of them?

Now, before I take your questions, I want 
to introduce John Becker and Bob Kromer, 
who are going to provide you with a brief 
PiperJet update and show you some 
thrilling video footage of the PiperJet in 
action.  After that, the three of us will take 
your questions.
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Note from the President
A Landmark Convention

by Jim Yankaskas

The 2008 MMOPA Convention in Dallas 
was excellent for numerous reasons.  
The location, grounds and airport 
facilities met all our needs.  Convention 
coordinator Bill Alberts had the entire 
operation purring like a kitten, without any 
apparent glitches.  Doug Leet, Jon Sisk 
and the academic committee organized 
an invigorating educational program.  The 
convention report, elsewhere in this issue, 
gives a broad overview, with numerous 
photos to accompany the text.  Vendors 
updated members on new features and 
technical details of their products.  The 
weather was perfect.  The social events 
and camaraderie were superb.  

Jim Bass and his Piper team supported 
many convention activities and created a 
new standard for constructive MMOPA/
Piper interactions.  Jim’s address on Piper 
2008 reported the improving health of the 
company, their complete recovery from 
the hurricane damage, the decision to 
remain in Vero Beach, the successes of 
the PA-46 Mirage, Meridian, and the new 
Matrix (more than 100 deliveries in 2008), 
and the design and flight of the PiperJet.  
The recently-painted and beautiful 
PiperJet prototype flew to the convention.  
John Becker, VP of engineering, 
highlighted its design and engineering 
details.   Engineering test pilots David 
Schwartz and Buddy Sessoms described 
the flight characteristics.  Bob Kromer, 
VP for Marketing and Product Support, 
described the physical and operating 
specifications, and led an open question 
session.  We were enthralled with Piper’s 
products, vitality and successes.

The landmark activities were two hours of 
Piper product support and customer input 
sessions that Bob Kromer proposed and 
ran.   These included detailed technical 
analyses of (1) the Meridian engine inlet 
corrosion episodes affected about11% 
of that fleet, (2) the Mirage fuel sensor 
reliability, accuracy, and redesign, and 
(3) the PA-46 engine mount and nose 
landing gear designs and maintenance 
essentials.  For each topic Bob and his 
staff advised ways to control the potential 

risks, answered all questions, and 
responded to MMOPA member concerns.  
Following this, Bob ran a “Piper wants to 
know” session that elicited suggestions 
about product improvements that would 
improve our existing fleet and satisfy 
customer needs.  It was clear to all that Jim 
Bass and his team set high standards for 
product support, consider this a priority, 
and are interacting constructively with 
MMOPA.  These foundations will help both 
groups.  The MMOPA Board and I are very 
pleased that our efforts in these directions 
have been matched and surpassed.      
  
Volunteers
My 1970 to 1978 membership in 
Connecticut’s Nutmeg Soaring Associa-
tion introduced me to gliders, taught 
me much about aviation, and gave me 
many life-long friends.  Nutmeg had four 
gliders, one tow plane, and 64 members.  
The association was economical because 
volunteer work was a requirement 
for membership.  We operated every 
weekend with good weather, and for a two 
week summer encampment.  People did 
what they could, without compensation.  
Tow pilots worked daylong shifts and 
got proficient at takeoffs and landings.  
Mechanics did the evening and weekday 
work.  Flight instructors took full day shifts 
with our single trainer.  Others served as 
duty pilots, managing the waiting lists 
and field operations.  We were a friendly 
group that enjoyed the evenings almost 
as much as the flying days.  I joined as a 
flight instructor when CFI’s were in short 
supply.  My colleagues were John Boyce, 
a TWA 727 captain, and Rudy Opitz, 
former chief test pilot for the Komet 163 
rocket airplane.  Rudy was also an Avco-
Lycoming flight test engineer, and an 
extraordinary soaring pilot.  Both are still 
my good friends.  I was 23, a newly minted 
Sikorsky engineer, and became the chief 
flight instructor shortly after I earned my 
CFI-glider rating.  The youngest CFI got 
the most flying days, and loved it.  The 
others probably did too.  I got married in 
March 1970 and Bonnie and I enjoyed the 
frequent weekend Nutmeg activities and 
friends.  She even soloed the Schweizer 

2-22 trainer and a single seat Schweizer 
1-26.   Nutmeg Soaring was a model 
volunteer organization.  Everybody helped 
and we all benefited.  

As a MMOPA Board member I have tried 
to foster similar ideals.  We are a larger 
and different organization, but also 
depend on volunteers.  The membership 
has responded to my calls for help.  The 
Board has reached its full complement of 
eleven members.  We cooperate, provide 
complementary skills, and enjoy working 
together.  Many members have contacted 
me with offers to help, and my spreadsheet 
of volunteers and their skills and interests 
is growing.  This year’s convention proved 
that many hands make a burden light.  
MMOPA has improved as it has grown 
and enjoyed the contributions of many 
members.  I thank you all for sharing my 
passion for aviation and the PA-46, and for 
helping us continue to improve.   
  
President’s Award
MMOPA was founded as, and is, a volun-
teer organization.  Its accomplishments, 
successes and benefits are due to the 
combined efforts of many individuals, 
both members and others.  In 2004 the 
board established the President’s Award 
to recognize one such exemplary individ-
ual each year, as a token of thanks, and 
to demonstrate one of the values that our 
organization esteems.  The choices rec-
ognize these outstanding individuals and 
contributions.

2004 Dave Coats        
         Development of the Malibu/ 
 Mirage Safety and Training  
 Foundation

2005 John Mariani       
         Outstanding pilot and aviation  
         educator 
2006 Kevin Mead       
         Outstanding maintenance 
          leadership

2007 Johnny Foster          
          Expert technical input 
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I chose to honor Mona Rathmel with 
the 2008 President’s Award to recognize 
her contributions to the operations of 
the Malibu/Mirage Safety and Training 
Foundation (M/M S&TF).  Mona is a 
native of Oswego, Kansas, and studied 
business and accounting at Wichita 
State University.  She has been involved 
with aviation in many ways since the 
early 1980’s, and has been involved 
with MMOPA since 1992.  She has been 
on the MMOPA board of directors since 
2000 and serves as Secretary/Treasurer.  
Mona has been involved in the M/M 
S&TF since its inception, and has been 
the key to scheduling, organizing, and 
conducting the four to seven sessions 
per year.  These sessions provide small 
group classroom and flight instruction 
in the PA-46, and are felt by many to be 
the best educational activity that MMOPA 
supports.  She serves as Vice President 
and Safety Coordinator for the M/M 
S&TF, which is completing its ninth year.  
Mona deserves credit and recognition for 
helping the S&TF to increase its activities 
and member participation, and to adapt 
to the growth and geographic distribution 
of our fleet.   

Family Flights
Bonnie and I have two daughters who 
are grown and independent, and give us 
many excuses to fly in N4372B.  Lyndy, 
our youngest, is finishing her Ph.D. in 
American History at Brandeis University, 
and has her first full-time teaching job at 
Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.  
We are all pleased about that.  Earlham 
is a high quality, small liberal arts college.  
Airlines serve Indianapolis, Cincinnati, 
and Dayton, the closest city, but there are 
no direct flights from Raleigh-Durham.  In 
early August, Bonnie volunteered to take 
an airliner to Boston and share the two day 
drive to Richmond with Lyndy.  I packed 
my handyman’s toolkit and flew our 1984 
PA46-310P from RDU to Richmond (RID) 
at FL 200 in 2:55, bucking a significant 
headwind and circumnavigating some 
scattered thunderstorms.  We helped 
Lyndy settle in, toured the campus, and 
explored the area.  It was great to celebrate 
this milestone in Lynda’s life.  Our flight 
home in clear air at FL 230 took 2:00 and 
was spectacular.  Our Malibu is the perfect 
airplane for us.  
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As if to atone for past behavior, Mother 
Nature offered up four days of picture-
perfect early fall weather for MMOPA’s 
18th annual convention in Dallas, Texas, 
welcoming attendees with balmy 
temperatures, a light breeze and blue 
skies.  Cutter Aviation graciously hosted 
MMOPA at the Collin County Regional 
Airport in McKinney (KTKI) with an easy 
efficiency that belied the tremendous work 
being done behind the scenes.  The staff 
at Cutter performed magnificently.

PiperJet made a grand entrance, first 
landing at McKinney, and then at Addison 
(KADS) for the static display and dinner 
at the Cavanaugh Flight Museum.  
Standing majestically on the ramp with 
a truly unique profile, the single engine 
turbofan is obviously a game-changer.  
The competition in the VLJ market does 
not stand a chance if Piper hits the 
numbers on this airplane.  The spacious 
interior, aggressive climb rate, long range, 
frugal fuel consumption and luxurious 
appointments blow away the competition.  
Piper bet the ranch on this project, and 
by all indications, the return will be huge.  
The PiperJet is a winner.

This year’s gathering provided members 
with the usual mix of quality academic 
presentations, entertaining social events, 
and good food.  But something beyond 
the ordinary also happened this year, 
which marked the beginning of a new 
phase in the relationship between Piper 
and MMOPA.  Even the most hardened 
skeptics were impressed with the palpable 
shift toward a productive and mutually 
beneficial relationship between the two 
organizations.  Piper addressed head on 
and candidly the primary concerns that 
have been at the forefront for many owners.  
MMOPA in turn provided a forum in which 
Piper could present a comprehensive 
review of issues and opportunities in an 
atmosphere of cooperation.

The former leadership at Piper famously 
said something like, “We are in the 
business of selling new aircraft, not 
supporting old airplanes.”  That attitude 
was deeply offensive to owners, and 
created a serious rift between the company 
and its customers.  Those days are done.    
Piper president Jim Bass set the tone in 
his opening remarks in which he made 
crystal clear that Piper is in the business of 

supporting customers through continued 
improvement of the existing product line, 
and the development of new models that 
will propel the company into the future.  
That bright new approach to owners 
was brought home in two extraordinary 
sessions totaling three hours in which 
Piper openly reviewed existing problems 
and a range of potential solutions.  

At the end of the second session, Piper 
engineers stood to take all suggestions on 
how to improve the PA46 models now and 
in the future.  The audience could see the 
list grow on the overhead projection.  Piper 
will take these back to their “war room” 
dedicated to identifying all problems that 
need immediate attention.  The war room 
focuses Piper’s resources on issues that 
come in from the field, from owners, and 
from warranty claims, assigning a high 
priority to those with the greatest impact 
on the fleet.  Engineers meet daily to 
develop solutions, which are reviewed 
weekly by senior management.  The 
convention in Dallas allowed members 
to add directly to the list posted on the 
wall in the war room in an unprecedented 
level of cooperation between MMOPA and 

MMOPA 18th Annual Convention
Dallas, Texas by MMOPA Staff and Volunteers
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Piper.  The significance of this change in 
attitude, policy and procedure is hard to 
overestimate.

The remainder of the meeting proved to be 
equally satisfying.  In fact, the academic 
program has grown to the point that 
comprehensive coverage in the magazine 
has become impractical, unless we 
want to give up offering photos from the 
event.  We are told overwhelmingly that 
pictures tell the story, so we will stick with 
that format.  Rather than give a blow-by-
blow account of every academic session, 
therefore, we provide a few samples from 
the meeting to give a good flavor of what 
the convention had to offer. We mean 
no offense if your favorite session is not 
discussed in detail.   

Hyman Lecture
Bruce Landsberg, Executive Director of 
the AOPA Air Safety Foundation, gave 
the 2008 Hyman Memorial Lecture on 
Flying High Performance Aircraft.  Before 
discussing Bruce’s presentation, let’s 
review the history of this prestigious lecture 
series for our many new members.

Fred B. Hyman was a pilot, a psychologist, 
and the NTSB official who helped 
determine that the 1989 to 1991 PA-46 in-
flight break-ups were due to inadequate 
pilot skills, rather than to airframe design 
faults.  This work helped to reverse the 
1990 Airworthy Directive that grounded 
the PA-46 fleet.  The effort to get the Malibu 
back in the air contributed to MMOPA’s 
founding and to the organization’s training 
and safety goals.  Fred Hyman addressed 
MMOPA at the 1992 Santa Fe convention, 
but died of cancer the following year.  
This lecture was established in 1992 to 
honor Fred Hyman and his contributions 
to MMOPA.  Bruce Landsberg gave the 
first Hyman lecture in Colorado Springs in 
1994 and gave his second Hyman lecture 
in Kansas City in 1999.  

The presentation in Dallas is Bruce’s 
third.  Why this focus from MMOPA?  
The Air Safety Foundation is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to improving 
general aviation safety.  In the past five 
years they have produced more than 35 
safety publications and more than 25 online 
training courses.  The online courses (www.
aopa.org/asf) are interactive, challenging, 

and easy to use.  They are directed at 
both beginning and advanced pilots, 
and have more than 25,000 completions 
per month.  This work coincided with a 
9% decrease in the general aviation fatal 
accident rate.  Bruce’s demonstrations of 
the thunderstorm course were impressive.  
Several aviation insurance companies 
forego rate increases for pilots who have 
completed an ASF course in the preceding 
6 months.      

Bruce compared the accident records of 
the PA-46 and the pressurized Cessna 
210.  The accident rates are similar when 
adjusted for fleet size, but important 
differences were noted.  The PA46 has 
higher rates when the cause is attributed 
to airmanship, and for takeoff and landing 
accidents.  This suggests that we should 
devote significant training efforts on pilot 
skills during these flight phases, as well 
as on go-around procedures.  His final 
messages were to (1) consider personal 
minimums, (2) fly with meticulous 
airspeed control, and (3) consider making 
only a single instrument approach before 

MMOPA 18th Annual Convention
Dallas, Texas

cont. page 25 ►
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diverting to an alternate.  His messages 
were clear, and convinced most to explore 
and use the ASF online training courses. 

ADS-B and ATC in 2015
Sean Jeralds, Associate Dean of the Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University (ERAU) at 
Prescott, AZ, described the components 
used for the Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) system.   
This transponder-based system provides 
traffic identification and separation by 
aircraft to aircraft communications on 978 
MHz.  Ground stations can integrate ground 
radar data and enable separation from 
aircraft not equipped with transponders.  
Embry Riddle was recognized with 
the 2007 Collier Trophy (for significant 
achievements in the advancement of 
aviation) because of their development of 
ADS-B to improve safety in their extensive 
pilot training activities.  Mr. Jeralds was 
the director of flight instruction, and was 
the key ERAU person responsible for this 
successful ADS-B application.

ADS-B requires a universal access 
transceiver (UAT), top and bottom UAT/
GPS antennas, a UAT transponder,  a 
high sensitivity encoding altimeter, and a 
cockpit display (e.g. MX-20).  The system 
provides traffic separation, weather data, 
and many other safety features.  ERAU 
committed to equip their entire fleet at 
about $10,000 per airplane in 2002.  They 
have realized great benefits in traffic 
awareness, controlled flight into terrain 
(CFIT) prevention, and fleet supervision.  
They enjoyed additional benefits in post-
incident investigations and in post-training 
critiques.  He mentioned that United Parcel 
Service (UPS) added ADS-B to their fleet in 
2000 and enjoyed great benefits in block-
to-block speed and fuel economy.  This 
work led, in part, to the rapid adaptation of 
ADS-B into ground-based ATC systems.  

Sean seemed to enjoy speculating 
about the air traffic control system of 
the future.  ADS-B is more accurate 
than radar, updates each second, 
and seems certain to replace radar.   
ADS-B will probably be widely available by 
2010, and mandatory by 2020, although 
AOPA objects to making equipment 
mandatory for GA. About half of the ground-
based radars will be decommissioned.   
What remains to be seen is whether this 
technology will replace the in-flight traffic 
detection systems many of us already 
have on board.  

cont. page 31 ►
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WAAS
Catherine Fish, AOPA CFII, brightened 
the academic line up with an entertaining 
talk about WAAS, which she said was 
“GPS on steroids, a virtual ILS.”  WAAS 
enhances safety and is extremely 
accurate.   But pay attention to the basics.  
WAAS infrastructure is comprised of a 
GPS satellite system, augmented by land-
based error-correcting stations sprinkled 
across the country.  Accuracy is ± 9 feet, 
which allows for precision approaches 
with glideslope and vertical guidance, 
better terrain avoidance, and increased 
traffic avoidance capacity aloft.  Catherine 
reviewed the proliferating alphabet of 
approach types, and clearly explained 
the complete list.  We now have three, 
rather than two, approach types.  In the 
old days of 2006, we had precision and 
non-precision.  The distinction was easy, 
because the presence of a glideslope 
meant by definition the approach was 
precision.  No glideslope, non-precision.  
But then along came WAAS, which gives 
us a third category:  non-precision with 
vertical guidance.  The LPV (Localizer 
Procedure with Vertical Guidance) and 
LNAV/VNAV approaches allow descent 
along the glidepath to DA, giving the feel 
of an ILS.  In contrast, LNAV + V, LNAV, 
and LP (Localizer Procedure) allow 
descent along an “advisory glidepath” 
to MDA, at which a pilot must level off 
and look for the airport until the missed 
approach point, just as with a traditional 
non-precision approach.  For a technical 
description of WAAS, see gps.faa.gov.  

PA-46 Stall-Spins 
John Mariani presented a comprehensive 
overview of PA46 stall-spins, which have 
killed 47 people in 20 accidents in our 
airplanes since 1984, accounting for 36% 
of the total.  Stall-spins are deadly.  John 
reviewed fundamental aerodynamics 
and stall aerodynamics.  A stall occurs 
only when the critical angle of attack is 
exceeded.  The larger the bank angle at 
the stall, the higher the stall speed, and 
the higher the load factor.  You can stall at 
any airspeed,  and at  any pitch attitude.  
To emphasize the lethal aspects of a 
stall-spin accident, John said, “If you fly 
the plane to the ground you will survive.  
If you stall-spin, you will not.”  John also 
reviewed stall-recovery techniques using 
the acronym PARE for power off, ailerons 
neutral, rudder opposite, and elevator 
forward. Numerous PA-46 crashes were 
caused by after-takeoff engine failures 
and subsequent attempts to turn back to 
the field.  The Malibu/Mirage stall speed 
increases to 96 knots at a 60º bank 

cont. page 33 ►
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angle.  Hence, steep banks with a failed 
engine at low altitude will usually equal a 
stall-spin.  Also, do not try to “stretch a 
glide” because that is in fact impossible.  
Remember 90 knots is best-glide speed, 
and nothing else will give you better range 
when the engine quits.  

History of the PA46
Given that nearly one-third of convention 
goers have never previously attended, 
we occasionally repeat the most popular 
presentations from the year before.  An 
example in Dallas was John Mariani’s 
much-beloved historical review of the 
PA46, from the first concept session to 
airplanes rolling off the assembly line.  If 
you fly this airplane, you should see the 
presentation at least one time.

Aviation Insurance
Insurance is not a topic that typically gets 
one’s blood racing and feet  stomping.  
But Tom Chappell gave a rousing overview 
of nearly every important issue relating to 
aviation insurance.  We kid you not: this 
was an exciting lecture.  He explained in 
plain language, and with good doses of 
humor, all the intricacies of underwriting, 
cost and fee structures, the different 
strength and weaknesses of the major 
companies, limits in protection offered by 
liability coverage, policy areas requiring 
close scrutiny, and strategies for getting 
the most insurance for the best price.  
Tom provides yet another example of why 
PA46 pilots should consider convention 
attendance as mandatory.  You simply will 
not get this information anywhere else.

Turbine Operations and Maintenance
Ryan Densham from Pratt & Whitney 
Canada chaired two sessions on the 
PT6A engine.  The first focused on proper 
maintenance procedures.  Of great 
interest to everybody in the audience 
were compressor rinses and washes, and 
the problems of inlet corrosion.  Much 
time was spent covering this topic, with 
detailed photos, discussions of how 
and when to complete the rinses and 
washes, and a review of other methods 
one can use to prevent corrosion at the 
most vulnerable spots.  The second 
presentation was a detailed examination 
of the inner workings of the PT6A.  Much 
of the subsequent discussion focused on 
how best to operate the engine, in theory, 
and in practice in the real world, using 
recommended torque settings, and ITT 
targets.  The audience expressed interest 
in having Pratt offer its famous two-day 
course on the engine, scheduled on either 
side of the convention in Scottsdale, 
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Arizona, in 2009.  The Board is looking into 
the possibility of making that happen.

So Much to Learn, So Little Time
This year’s academic program was 
perhaps the most robust ever.  Mike 
Glover talked about upgrading Avidyne 
Integra, Jon Sisk reviewed JPI Monitors, 
and Dennis Taylor discussed trend 
monitoring.  Cathe Fish not only presented 
WAAS, but also gave her highly acclaimed 
companions seminars, this year focusing 
on VFR and IFR radio communications.  
Sessions were devoted to piston and 
turbine maintenance and operations, with 
peer-to-peer discussions moderated by 
experts.  At the Addison airport, instructors 
demonstrated detailed hands-on pre-
flights for all PA46 models. Of course, 
we had the annual safety review and the 
much-anticipated business meeting.

But not all was class work and study.  The 
sponsors offered spectacular meals and 
drink.  The vendor hall was crowded with 
toys and opportunities.  The dinner and 
live auction on Saturday were highlights, 
as always, with Bill Alberts in full form.  
The ever-popular video of arriving aircraft 
lived up to expectations, bringing hoots 
of delight and barbs of lighthearted 
critiques. At Saturday’s dinner, members 
were treated to a “draft Bob Kromer 
for president” video as a final hilarious 
reminder of how far MMOPA and Piper 
have come together. 

Dallas was a grand success.  The 
substance and content of our conventions 
improve every season, and we crossed a 
new threshold this year.  The standard for 
2009 has been raised, but have no doubt 
we will again exceed expectations.  The 
venue in Scottsdale is an off-the-charts 
luxury resort that will give The Broadmoor 
some serious competition. The MMOPA 
Board has heard loud and clear from 
members, and spouses, that our annual 
meeting should be held only at world-
class resorts.  All future conventions will 
be.  Plan on attending the meeting in 
Scottsdale to take full advantage of the 
unique opportunities available nowhere 
else.  This concentrated focus on safety, 
training, education, vendor exhibits and 
fun in an intimate setting is truly unique to 
the MMOPA convention.  We hope to see 
you in Scottsdale.
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by Doug Leet

Douglas Leet studied at Michigan State University and received his M.D. degree from The University 
of Chicago.  Internship, residency and fellowship in General Surgery and Urology followed in Chapel 
Hill at The University of North Carolina.  He practices Urology in Raleigh, specializing in pediatric and  
microsurgery, female urology and oncology.  Flying was always just a dream until 1978, when he began 
early morning lessons before work during his fellowship in general surgery.  Thirty days later, with nearly 
continuous ground school, he had his private certificate.  Doug bought a 1964 Mooney M20E shortly 
thereafter and obtained his instrument ticket in 1980.  The M20E was sold for an M20K (turbo), and 
finally the ultimate flying machine, his 1984 Malibu.  Doug’s flying experiences expand across all of North 
America and into the Southern Caribbean.

Aviation News

I have just returned from our annual 
MMOPA convention in Dallas. Much will 
be written elsewhere in this issue about 
the lectures and academic program. 
The most sobering presentation, in my 
opinion, was given by Bruce Landsberg.  
With clear charts and concise summaries, 
Bruce highlighted the much higher 
incidence of accidents and fatalities in 
our PA-46 aircraft compared to other 
“similar” aircraft, notably the Cessna 
P210. He concluded that the reason for 
this disparity is lack of airmanship. Not 
lack of equipment, something to consider 
as we watch too many pilots clamoring 
to buy the newest and greatest avionics. 
So, what does Bruce mean by “lack of 
airmanship” as a root cause?  Mainly, he 
means a combination of judgment and 
raw ability to fly the plane. If an airplane 
has a “mechanical” issue, the pilot’s ability 
to cope with the problem determines the 
outcome. Some mechanical issues are 
not important for safety of flight until the 
pilot gets distracted and quits flying the 
plane. At that point the problem becomes 
an airmanship issue.

This quarter involves two incidents with 

no fatalities or injuries. In fact, the second 
didn’t even involve any damage and 
seems to be a controller’s error.

NTSB Identification: NYC08WA212 
14 CFR Non-U.S., Non-Commercial 
Accident occurred Thursday, June 05, 
2008 in Milano Linate, Italy 
Aircraft: Piper PA-46-310P, registration: 
N1125Y 
Injuries: 2 Uninjured.

On June 5, 2008, at 0933 coordinated 
universal time, a Piper PA-46-310P, 
N1125Y, was substantially damaged 
during a forced landing, following a loss 
of engine power during the initial climb 
after takeoff from Milano Linate Airport 
(LIML), Milano Linate, Italy. The pilot and 
passenger were not injured. The flight was 
destined for Rijeka Airport (LDRI), Rijeka, 
Croatia. 

NTSB Identification: OPS08IA013A 
14 CFR Part 91: General Aviation 
Incident occurred Thursday, August 28, 
2008 in Fresno, CA 
Aircraft: Piper PA-46, registration: N9219T 
Injuries: 2 Uninjured.

This is preliminary information, subject 
to change, and may contain errors. Any 
errors in this report will be corrected when 
the final report has been completed.   
On August 28, 2008, at approximately 
9:07 pm Pacific daylight time, a runway 
incursion occurred involving N9219T, a 
Piper PA-46, and SkyWest (SKW) flight 
69R, a Canadair CRJ2 at Fresno Yosemite 
International Airport, Fresno, California. At 
the time of the incident a single controller 
was in the tower cab (developmental 
controller, certified on all tower positions 
and one position in the radar facility), 
responsible for three aircraft. The PA-46 
landed on runway 29R and was unable 
to exit the runway on high speed taxiway 
B3, so the pilot continued to taxiway B5, 
an unlit taxiway. The tower controller saw 
the aircraft’s landing light veer toward the 
taxiway so he cleared the CRJ to land on 
29R. PA46 was still on the runway, and 
the CRJ pilot saw the PA46 and went to 
the right side of the runway to miss the 
PA-46. The CRJ pilot reported they missed 
colliding by 15 feet, wingtip to wingtip.  
The incident occurred during night visual 
meteorological conditions with 10 miles 
visibility.
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Other News
Ombudsman program
The Ombudsman Program was started in 
order to give our members representation 
for problems that were not being 
handled through the traditional 
dealership network and service 
centers using “normal’ channels. 
This doesn’t mean having to wait 
a week for a part to be shipped. 
This means unusual or fleet-wide 
problems.  An example is the fuel 
sending units that I took into the 
program through Bob Kromer, 
my Ombudsman contact.  Bob 
successfully explained at our 
convention how this issue is 
being addressed.  He also 
reviewed the current status of 
efforts to solve landing gear 
issues and engine corrosion 
problems in the Meridian.
     
Hopefully, the ombudsman 
program will become less 
important as Piper gets more 
involved in retrofitting our 
planes and actively helping 
us deal with problems. Bob 
Kromer championed Jim Bass’ 
philosophy of supporting older 
aircraft, making happy owners 
the next customers for newer 
planes. MMOPA members made 
a list of projects we would like 
to see Piper work on to improve 
our aircraft and lessen the 
headaches of procuring parts. 
Piper takes the position of not 
just replacing parts, but using 
their engineers to improve the 
product when possible. A case 
in point is the newly designed 
and improved fuel sending units. 
These units, mostly found in the 
Mirage, will be replaced with new 
devices using more reliable thick 
film technology.

Conflict of Interest Issues
An issue was raised by Bill 
O’Donnell that there may be a 
conflict of interest with the editor 
of our magazine, Jeff Schweitzer, 
since he is also a Director on the 
MMOPA Board. Jeff asked Bill for 
one example of a specific conflict, 
but Bill could only suggest there 
was a “potential” for a conflict of 
interest. A motion was proposed 

and voted to name a committee to explore 
any possible conflicts.  The committee will 
report to the general membership at the 

convention next year. Bill stated this was 
important to justify our non profit status 
with the IRS.
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Bob was told he could never be a pilot during a long bout through the 70’s with Meinere’s Syn-
drome, an inner ear disease.  He received his pilot license in 1983 after a successful operation.  He 
is a CFII and enjoys teaching.  He owns a Decathelon and takes pleasure in light aerobatics.  He 
also stays busy developing and maintaining web pages for charities 
and flying for AirLifeLineMidwest.

Bob graduated from the University of Detroit in 1962 with a degree in Electrical Engineering.  He 
then joined his father’s Motorola Two-Way Radio business, which eventually grew to over 160 em-
ployees in the two-way radio, cellular, paging, SMR, manufacturing and radio broadcast industries.  
In 1990, his company took over airport management and FBO operations, including a maintenance 
and avionics shop, at the butler County Regional Airport in Hamilton, Ohio (HAO).  In 1999, Bob 
decided to take an early retirement and turn the business over to his children and employees.
You can visit his web site at :www.PA46T.com

Views from a JetProp
by Bob Conrad

Baby, We Have Come a Long Way

Entertainment for the Friday evening 
banquet at the Dallas convention 
consisted of a video documenting our 
arrival landings. I was only glancing 
occasionally and with disinterest at the 
screen, until I saw N100GF, yours truly, 
Bob Conrad, coming in. That caught my 
attention… hmm, not bad. Then this voice 
from another table shouted out, “great 
landing Bob.” Gosh, I had to acknowledge 
with a “thank you.” I got that fuzzy feeling 
recognizing that someone else noticed. 
Since I passed the test, I wondered how 
Bill did, and Paul and Jim and Don… you 
get the idea. Paying more attention, my 
focus turned to those who did not land so 
well.  I kept my attention on each arrival 
until I realized that all of the PA-46 drivers 
at the convention were truly professional 
pilots. Not one arrival stood out as even a 
poor landing, let alone a bad one.

What else should I have expected?  Every 
pilot at the convention came to improve 
his or her knowledge of flying. Safety 
is foremost on our minds, and that is 
what the convention is all about. What a 
contrast to the 1980s.

I bought my 1986 Malibu in April of 
1988. I invited Bill, my instructor, to take 
initial training with me so that when we 
returned home we could train together. 
First, though, I hired an instructor from 
Skytech in Baltimore to deliver the bird to 
Cincinnati, and then fly me and Bill to Vero 
Beach for our initial training. I ended up in 
the back seat while the pair of instructors 
flew my bird to VRB. 

Training consisted of a three-day course 
on airplane systems, with considerable 
bragging about what an amazing airplane 
I had just purchased. About fifteen new 
owners were taking the training class with 
me. We heard great stories about how our 
class instructor sat in the back seat while 

two company pilots flew him out west 
one night through known icing and heavy 
sleet and rain. He admitted the trip was 
a little scary, but stated that the Malibu 
performed flawlessly. Then we were given 
a questionnaire asking us if we would buy 
a Malibu with a turbine engine strapped to 
the nose. We were asked to select price 
thresholds to purchase such a bird. We 
were told that the Malibu was actually 
designed for a turbine engine, and that 
Piper wanted to know if a market existed 
for a turbine hot rod. We were just taking 
delivery of our new piston Malibus, so you 
can imagine what the response was to that 
survey.  What did we know about turbines, 
let alone the piston we just bought?

The third day we flew, finally checking 
out for ourselves all the neat systems 
on the airplane. Scheduling was tight. 
My instructor went first at about 2 pm, 
and was gone a little over an hour. Then 
my turn arrived. No mention was made 
of how to operate any of the avionics or 
autopilot in the class room training. The 
first thing I asked my instructor was how 
the flight director worked. He said, “for 
now, just leave it off.” We were  going 
to concentrate on flying and landing the 
airplane. After about 45 minutes we taxied 
in, he signed me off, and that was that. Bill 
and I had enough time left in the day to 
fly home in VFR weather, which is exactly 
what we did. 

In learning this airplane, I was clearly on 
my own, so I hit the equipment books 
and flew the airplane about every other 
day. The flight director was my biggest 
challenge, but I could not find anyone 
familiar with how the unit worked. 

Soon I needed to take the plane back to 
Skytech in Baltimore for maintenance. 
While there, the weather turned bad. 
I stayed an extra day.  The following 

afternoon, the sky cleared to about 2,500 
overcast, and I decided to head home. 
After taking off, I turned on the autopilot 
for my climb through the clouds. Just as 
I went IMC, I was told by ATC to turn left 
about 60 degrees. As the turn matured I 
felt the wings buffeting, and noticed the 
airspeed had dropped to about 90 knots. 
I kicked off the autopilot and flew the 
Malibu like my old Arrow. I realized then 
and there that this machine could kill me if 
I did not master her first.

Reports of in-flight accidents in which our 
birds were falling out of the sky started 
coming in, and they just seemed to keep 
coming. The reports were initially vague 
and did not make much sense. With that 
background buzzing in my head, Bill and 
I decided to take a fishing trip to Canada. 
Bill was left seat and we were cruising 
in IMC at FL250. I noticed that the trim 
wheel started turning against my leg with 
up trim. Our airspeed was dropping, and 
we were 500 feet low. I said nothing, to 
see if Bill would catch the impending stall. 
At 90 knots, I finally said to Bill, “check 
airspeed.” His instantaneous response 
was “Oh S***!” as he hit the red autopilot 
disconnect button and pushed the nose 
down. We were running at 65% power in 
a strong down draft. From then on, I have 
always set power at 75% power in IMC.

Up to this point, I knew of no central 
clearing house for information about my 
airplane, and I did not know any other 
Malibu driver with whom I could share 
concerns or discuss technique.  Then 
came the now-infamous dreaded letter 
after the sixth Malibu dropped from the sky.  
The fleet was grounded. That FAA missive 
was followed by another letter informing 
us that we could fly VFR, but only if we 
removed the altitude pre-selector. 

Our organization was formed during 
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these tumultuous times. The founding 
fathers were the group of 72 owners and 
dealers who each contributed $1,000 
to form the Malibu Coalition. The initial 
action of the group was to retain the 
council of Langhorne Bond, a former FAA 
Administrator. The group’s first assignment 
was to complete the design for a new 
Piper Malibu Transition Course. The new 
training syllabus was implemented on 
July 1, 1991. The group visited AOPA 
looking for help, but were rejected on 
the grounds that AOPA opposed more 
stringent training requirements for Malibu 
pilots.  AOPA was concerned about the 
potential precedent involving pilots of 
other aircraft.  Hmmm.

The first MMOPA convention was held in 
Sarasota, Florida, on November 22-25, 
1991. The initial roster boasted 119 
members. A few of us are still kicking 
around.  I counted five of the original 
group at the Dallas convention. We all 
missed Bill Prymak, who prior to Dallas 
had a perfect attendance record.

The Malibu group has always been about 
training, safety and risk management. 

Early pilots were led to believe that the 
machine was invincible. The data proved 
otherwise.  The reality, which eventually 
became obvious to all of us, including 
the FAA, was that we were flying a high 
performance machine, and we needed 
to respect airplane and pilot limitations. 
Nearly all accidents were eventually 
proven to be caused by flying into severe 
weather. In retrospect, that is no surprise. 
We were told that the airplane could 
handle whatever we got into. After all, the 
PA46 had the strongest airframe ever built. 
I am saddened to think of all the lives that 
were lost so that airplanes could be sold 
to unsuspecting owners. The solution 
was all about training.  All of us owe a 
great debt of gratitude to the founders of 
MMOPA, including Sy Weiner, Jan Klinck, 
Mark Swatek, John Foster, Sandy Rand, 
Kevin Mead and many others that pulled 
together during difficult times.  This group 
had the vision that an organization of 
owners could be the key to promoting 
safety, which would result in better pilots.  
They were right.  We are now nearly 1000 
strong, reflecting remarkable growth and 
a continuing commitment to safety and 
training.
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Door to Door Sales
by Kevin Mead

Kevin is an IA who has specialized in Malibu/Mirage maintenance for most of his 20 plus 
years in general aviation. He is a licensed private pilot with a multi-engine rating.

In 1998, Kevin formed his own business, Mead Aircraft Services, which he runs from a small 
farm in Inman, Kansas. He will continue to provide support to the Malibu/Mirage fleet in the 
U.S. and abroad.

Malibu Maintenance

When was the last time you really thought 
about your cabin door? When you cursed 
those metal pins for denting the side of 
your fuselage or tearing your door seal? 
When your passengers complained about 
loud whistling? Or when the forward cable 
broke for the third time this year? 

I know this is a hard sell, but I am asking 
you to try to see things from the door’s 
point of view. No, I have not lost my last 
vestiges of sanity.  One could argue that 
aft of the firewall, the cabin door is the 
hardest working part of a Malibu.  At 
least once for every flight, your plane’s 
door is expected to split in the middle 
to reveal an opening large enough to 
accommodate the passage of a person; 
automatically produce little steps for your 
convenience that then retract when the 
door is closed; provide information with 
four green indicators about whether the 
door has properly sealed; and sit there 
tightly and quietly through the flight 
despite high pressure differentials. And 
the door must perform these functions 
many thousands of times throughout the 
life of the airplane. 

As sick as I am of changing cables and 
repairing seals, I have to admit that 
expecting the door to work so hard without 
requiring a little extra maintenance might 
be a bit unreasonable. So I am devoting 
this article to our venerable cabin door, 
an unsung hero. I will explain common 
problems and discuss some recently 
introduced improvements. 

Cabin Door Seal
A leaking door seal is the most common 
door-related complaint I get. Pressurizing 
the cabin on the ground will help pinpoint 
leaks, which are usually caused by 
misalignment of the seal or tears in 
the seal around the door pin area. A 
misaligned seal can be carefully loosened 

and refitted. For cuts or tears in the pin 
area, I like to reinforce the seal and glue 
the tear. For years I have been using a 
dense foam to reinforce the spot, with 
good results. Because I have had good 
luck reinforcing, I usually do not have 
to resort to replacing the seal. But if the 
seal is too far gone, replacement is in 
your immediate future. Piper has recently 
re-engineered the seal to fit better at the 
corners, and has included reinforcement 
material in the kit. 

Closing either cabin door with the pins 
out can damage both your seal and 
your fuselage, but historically the upper 
door is usually responsible for the most 
destruction. So a few years ago Piper 
began adding a post on the end of the 
lower cabin door designed to prevent the 
upper cabin door pins from hitting the 
fuselage if an attempt is made to close the 
door with the pins extended. The idea is 
that the interior handle, if in a horizontal 
(pins extended) position, will be blocked 
by the lower door post before the pins 
can contact the seal or fuselage. The post 
works most of the time, but I have seen 
cases where the upper door came down 
with enough force to bypass the post. 
Obviously, the post also does nothing to 
prevent damage by the lower door. If your 

plane did not come from the factory with 
a door post, you can install a retrofit kit 
(see Piper SL 1091).  But you will find no 
substitute for careful door closing. 

Cabin Door Cables
If you are lucky enough to have an older 
Malibu with chains to support the lower 
cabin door, you have been spared the 
expense and aggravation experienced 
by those doomed to raise and lower their 
doors using retractable cables. Feel free to 
skip this section. Similarly, Matrix owners 
can probably move on since they have 
non-retractable cables, a style that has 
been relatively trouble-free when used in 
other aircraft. 

For the rest of us, cabin door cables have 
probably been a near constant source 
of irritation. Some have just become 
resigned to spending hundreds of dollars 
each year replacing cables in spite of 
zealously protecting them from abuse. 
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Others have spent so much time and 
energy devising reinforcement techniques 
or experimenting with thicker cables that 
these efforts now qualify as a hobby. But 
some relief may be in sight. Piper has 
introduced a new kit changing the upper 
attach points of the cables. The cables are 
no thicker, but should flex less at the most 
vulnerable areas, prolonging their life.  
A damping device designed to prevent 
the door from falling is included. The kit 
is relatively expensive to purchase and 
to install (thanks to some factory design 
problems), but may be cost effective over 
time. The kit is around $1500.00, and 
installation time will vary depending upon 
how much tinkering is needed to get the 
parts to work with your plane. I will be 
watching to see how long the new cables 
last. 

If you would rather not spend the money 
for the kit, at least prolong the life of your 
cables by making sure they are properly 
balanced. The cables must support 
the forward and aft edges of the door 
evenly. If one cable is tight and the other 
slack when weight is put on the door, an 
adjustment is needed.

Cabin Door Handles
If you notice that your interior cabin door 
handle will no longer lock into place, the 
cabin door handle stop may be out of 
adjustment or the handle may have broken 
springs. Those same broken springs will 
also cause the exterior door handle to be 
floppy and refuse to seat into its recess. It 

is not unusual to have to replace springs 
every two or three years. 

Upper Cabin Door Support Strut
This gas cylinder is meant to assist the 
upper cabin door when opening, and to 
provide some resistance on lowering. 
Over time, this strut will become weak and 
require replacement. Replacements are 
available from Piper. Skytech also makes 
an STC’d replacement, which is less 
expensive. Although I would never, ever 
recommend installing an unapproved part 
on your aircraft, I have heard that many 
owners install a strut readily available at 
NAPA Autoparts for around $35.00. If you 
go this route, be aware that some shops 
will refuse to sign off your plane if an 
automotive strut is installed. 

Cabin Door Steps 
If you find that your lower cabin door 
steps will no longer move with the door 
handle, you most likely have a broken step 
retractor rod. Historically, replacement 
rods have been difficult to get. If your shop 
is willing and a factory part is unavailable, 
one may be fabricated from a long 3/16th 
inch bolt. 

Lower Cabin Door Hinge
Time, frequent use, and the elements can 
be quite hard on your lower cabin door 
hinge, eventually causing the hinge to 
rust. We see rusty hinges quite often in my 
shop, and not just on older planes. Once 
begun, the rust is difficult to stop entirely, 
but should be treated vigorously even if 
victory against the scourge might not be 
complete. Left untreated, the hinge may 
eventually need to be replaced. Once 
rust is discovered on the hinge, frequent 
inspecting for corrosion on the doorframe 
is important. 

Cabin Door Flags
These are the little green/red and white 

stripy squares that pop up inside your 
door letting you know whether or not the 
door is safely closed. Occasionally, one of 
these flags will disappear. The errant flag 
can almost always be found inside the 
door and can easily be reattached. 

Cosmetic Issues
When preparing for a flight, pilots tend 
to be preoccupied with the mechanical 
fitness of their plane, and rightly so. 
But do not discount the importance of 
keeping your cabin door looking good. 
After all, the door is the first contact your 
passengers have with your plane. They 
are counting on that door to keep them 
inside the plane during the flight, so take 
the time and effort needed to make sure 
the door inspires confidence. Though your 
cabin door is upholstered with the same 
materials as the rest of your interior, the 
door is subjected to many abuses the rest 
of your interior is spared. Wind whips its 
shades, gravel and dirt from shoes scuff 
and grind, then fall inside, and rain may 
even soak the poor thing. You can do little 
to prevent these abuses, but I have a few 
suggestions for spiffing up a tired door. 

Shades:  If your shades sag, you can 
periodically refresh them. With clean 
hands, spray heavy starch on the material 
until the shade is almost dripping wet. 
Then carefully fold up the pleats until the 
shade is in the retracted position. Leave it 
folded until the starch is dry. 

Lower door upholstery: I have seen people 
leave the protective plastic covering over 
the upholstery or leather on new airplanes 
for an amazingly long time. I work with 
one self-described “obsessive” owner 

cont. page 46 ►
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(you know who you are) who still has 
the factory covering on his four-year-
old plane. I am sure he will be rewarded 
when the time comes to sell, since his 
plane still looks like new. I have also seen 
people cover the upholstery with plastic 
themselves. 

Steps: Over time, the non-skid step 
material on the steps can come loose 
at the sides and curl up. This can be a 
safety issue as well as a cosmetic one. 
The material can usually be glued down 
a few times, but will eventually need to be 
replaced. Luckily, replacement material 

is easy to obtain from aircraft interior 
suppliers. 

Those funny-shaped little carpet pieces 
at the top of the lower door:  If you have 
these on your plane, you know what I am 
talking about. You probably also know that 
these pieces have a tendency to come 
unglued. You may even have chased one 
across a windy ramp. But based on the 
number of requests I get for matching 
replacements, you probably did not 
catch the escaping fabric. Try harder next 
time, because these little pieces can be 
difficult and costly to replace. Better yet, 

have them reglued the minute you notice 
they are starting to come loose. Or you 
can just rip them loose, put them in your 
side pocket and let someone reglue them 
during maintenance. Anything is better 
than losing them. 

See what I mean? Your cabin door has a 
lot going on. I hope I have convinced you 
to pay a little more attention to the door’s 
maintenance needs.

Malibu Maintenance
(continued)
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The National Business Aviation Association 
(NBAA) is planning a new conference 
geared specifically for businesses that 
rely on single-pilot aircraft for success.  
Since many PA46 pilots fit that profile, Jeff 
Schweitzer suggested that I let MMOPA 
members know about our new emphasis 
on the lighter end of owner-flown business 
airplanes.  This is a bit of an infomercial, 
but I want to give MMOPA a full overview 
of all we will offer at the meeting.

The inaugural Light Business Airplane 
Exhibition & Conference (LBA2009) 
is scheduled for Thursday, March 12 
through Saturday, March 14, 2009, at the 
San Diego Convention Center. The event 
will cover the primary subjects that pilots 
and entrepreneurs need to know to make 
the most effective use of light business 
airplanes, from single-engine pistons, to 
turboprops, to light jets.  

“Often, the typical small business operator 
like me personally flies the plane and 
doesn’t have a flight department,” said 
Dick Shine, who serves on NBAA’s Board 
of Directors and flies a Mitsubishi MU-2 
for his recycling operation in Lancaster, 
NY. “This event is meant for my type of 
operation, and also for businesses that 
may not be flying now, but see a need to 
use business aviation.” 

Businesses that rely on general aviation 
aircraft face unique challenges. The show 
is geared specifically toward helping 
owners meet those challenges, and will 
feature hundreds of exhibits related to 
nearly every aspect of light business 
airplane use. Attendees will also be able 
to get an up-close look at dozens of light 
business airplanes on display just minutes 
from the convention center at San Diego 
International Airport.

Information Sessions for Light 
Business Aircraft 
The show’s educational sessions will 
cover everything from the tax benefits of 
using a single-pilot airplane for business, 
to the various types of business uses for 
GA aircraft and the regulatory frameworks 
that govern them, to medical certification 
standards for pilots. 

But we also intend to ensure that 
attendees get practical advice specific 
to their businesses, not just generic 
information. For example, pilots will learn 
the steps they must take to make sure that 
flights are tax deductible. Presenters will 
inform pilots about contract fuel programs 
that can save up to 50 cents per gallon on 
nearly every purchase. And, owners will 
learn how to get the best possible price 
on insurance for light business airplanes. 

Offering advice at their own session will 
be John and Martha King, the renowned 
aviation instructors, and jet operators for 
over 20 years. The Kings will share what 
they wish they had known before they 
bought and operated their first jet. The 
session will help operators avoid surprises 
and prepare for expenses like maintaining 
a jet for the first time.  

The show’s Opening General Session 
will feature keynoter Rich Karlgaard, 
publisher of Forbes magazine, and a 
general aviation enthusiast who uses a 
Cirrus SR22 for business. 

“I’m delighted to be a part of this event, 
and I look forward to being there on 
opening day, to share what I’ve learned 
about using an airplane for business, 
and exchange helpful tips and tools with 
people like me.” 

Emphasis on Single-pilot Safety
Since safety is also a principal focus 
of the three-day event, a Single Pilot 
Safety Standdown, and a number of 
additional sessions focused on safety, 
will be offered. Presentations will feature 
the actual experiences of other pilots, 
providing an emphasis on peer-to-peer 
information-sharing. For example, how 
does a safety consideration like Crew 
Resource Management apply when the 
businessperson is the only individual 
aboard the plane? One session, entitled, 
“What Really Happens in IMC? Survival 
Tactics for Single-Pilot IFR,” will be 
presented by Thomas P. Turner, renowned 
aviation safety author, Master CFI and 
the FAA Central Region’s 2008 Flight 
Instructor of the Year.

Other safety-themed sessions will focus 
on emerging technologies in cockpit 
information and decision-support systems 
to enhance operational safety, best 
practices for on-the-ground operations, 
and planning for flights outside the 
continental United States.

By and For GA Aircraft Flyers
Planning for the show has also benefitted 
from expertise provided by a local 
committee of GA leaders based in the San 
Diego area. Mike Herman, who heads up 
the committee, is the founder of North 
American Communications and a Cessna 
CJ3 pilot. He is also a member of NBAA’s 
Board of Directors. The committee is 
comprised of numerous luminaries 
involved in aviation.  One is Grant Wright, 
CEO and Managing Partner of Wright On 
Communications and President of the 
San Diego Regional Aviation Association 
(SDRAA).

NBAA Expands Reach 
to Light Business 
Airplane Owners

by Ed Bolen

Edward M. Bolen is president and CEO of the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA), 
an organization representing more than 8,000 companies that operate general aviation aircraft 
to help their businesses succeed or are directly involved with business aviation.
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“What’s really great about this event,” 
said Wright, “is that it’s meant for 
businesspeople who use piston or turbine 
airplanes and are interested in learning 
more about the broad range of resources 
available to them and what else is out 
there. This event really is open to anybody 
who uses their aircraft for business.”

If my infomercial has caught your attention, 
visit www.nbaa.org/lba, contact NBAA 
at 1-800-928-4283 (1-800-9-AVIATE), 
or e-mail us at info@nbaa.org for more 
information and registration details. 
I would be delighted to see MMOPA 
members at our meeting.
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Notes From M•MOPA Headquarters
by Russ Caauwe, Executive Director

Russ has been crazy about airplanes all of his life. He obtained his license in Norfolk, Nebraska, at the 
age of 17. Entering the Air Force at 19, Russ served two years as an airborne radar mechanic. In 1950, 
he was accepted for pilot training, and after graduation, was commissioned as a 2nd Lt. and pilot. 
Russ served in the 82nd Fighter Squadron, flying F-94’s and F-89”s, in Iceland, where he met his wife 
Bjorg (Bea).

After completing his tour with the 76th Fighter Squadron in Presque Isle, Maine, Russ pursued various 
business interests, including life as a Customer Engineer for IBM; later as President of his own data 
processing company; and finally, as a corporate pilot, from which he retired in 1997, having enjoyed 
over 3,500 hours flying a 1984 Malibu, and a 1989 Mirage.

Larry Stanley
N107PM

Brielle, NJ
Larry has rejoined us after a hiatus of a
couple years. He has a Malibu and has 

over 2500 hours. He holds a Private 
licence with Instrument and Multi 

Instrument ratings.

Dosung Kim
Condon, MT

Dosung is a Dentist. He has a Malibu and
he holds an Instrument rating and

Commercial license.

David Barrett
N125WZ

Destin, FL
David is a marina owner. He has a 
Meridianand has over 2400 hours.

John Totty
N529TX

Mary Esther, FL
John is a pilot for Vertol Systems 

Company. He has a Mirage and has over 
4500 hours.

Robbe Lehmann
N3151G

Minden, NV
Robbe is a Land Developer. He has a
Mirage and has voer 1700 hours. He 

holds a Commercial license and a CFII 
rating.

James Dorsey
N102TD

Houston, TX
James has a Matrix. He is a General

Contractor (Dorsey Homes). He has over
325 hours and holds SEL and Instrument

ratings.

Brad Moran
N152AL

Lubbock, TX
Brad is in Broadcasting. His company is

Ramar Communications. He has a
Meridian, and holds a Private license with

an Instrument rating. He has over 1500
hours.

Santo Irlandi
N827CM

Vero Beach, FL
Santo is a professional Pilot and has over
14,000 hours. He holds ATP CFI and CFII

ratings.

Alfredo Arias
Panama City, Panama

Alfredo is an Engineer. He has over 1500
hours and holds Private license with Multi

and Insrument ratings.

Paterson, Perry
N237ST

Sherwood Park, Canada
Perry has a Meridian. He is President of

Westana Leasing Corp.
MMOPA Magazine - Summer 2008 New 

Members

Tom Harper
Lincoln, MA

Tom is Director of Marketing for Avidyne
Corporation.

Ernest Martin
Greeley, CO

Ernest owns Meymar Drive In, Inc. He
holds the following: ATP, SEL and MEL

ratings. He has over 6000 hours.

Mark Kaindl
N6104G

Aurora, IL
Mark has a Matrix. His company is 

AztechLocknut.

Mark Mitchell
Reno, NV

Mark is retired.

Charles Emmer
Sunrise Florida

Charles is a Contractor. His company is
Right Way Plumbing. He has over 450
hours and holds an Instrument rating.

Robert Stiels
D-EPRA

Coburg, Germany
Robert is a Commercial Pilot. He has a

JetProp. His company is STI-
Flightservice.

NEW MEMBERS
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Jeffery Sutton
Manton, MI

Jeffery is a Pilot. His company is GMI

Manuel Vilaca
N877MV

Manassas, VA
Manual has a Matrix. He is a business
owner. His company is Summit USA 

Land Development.

Scott Sledge
San Antonio, Tx

Scott is a Physcian. He has a Private 
license with an instrument rating.

Wade Dunbar
N709CC

Laurinburg, NC
Wade owns Wade S. Dunbar Insurance. 
He has a Matrix and has over 100 hours 

with an Instrument rating.

Clayton Hammond
Atlanta, GA

Clayton is in Aircraft Sales at SouthEast
Piper in Atlanta.

Felipe Gonzalez
N516AG
Katy, TX

Felipe is an Engineer. He has a Mirage. 
He has over 725 hours and holds a 

Private license and Instrument rating.
MMOPA Magazine - Summer 2008 New 

Members

Oren Zaslansky
Vista, CA

Oren is an Executive with SolSource
Logistics.

Jesse Dykman
N556DW

Houston, TX
Jess is a Commercial Pilot. He has a 

Matrix. He has over 500 hours and holds 
ASEL AMEL IA and CFI ratings.

Jim Fetters
Hutchinson, KS

Jim is on the Hutchinson Kansas Airport
Advisory Board.

William Runyon
Ft Worth, TX

William is an Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgeon. He holds a Commercial license.

Karl Reik
N4152D

Fort Thomas, KY
Karl has a 550 Malibu. He has over 

16,000 hours and holds an ATP 
rating. His company is Karl M. Reik 

Construction.

Brian Reiff
Shippensburg, PA

Brian is a Contractor. His company is
Profence.

David Hannah III
Houston, TX

David is a Construction consultant. He 
has over 400 hours and holds SEL rating.

David Williams
N515RR
Katy, TX

David owns a Malibu. He is President &
CEO of Humatech, Inc. He has over 3000

hours and holds SEL MEL and 
Instrument ratings.

Gonzalo Pico-Dominguez
N706Z

Las Condes, Santiago, Chile
Gonzalo has a JetProp. He has over 1300 

hours and holds an Insrument rating.

Chris Davis
Athens, GA

Chis is owner of RCL Components, Inc.

Edwin Sisam
Boerne, TX

Edwin is a Lawyer. He rejoins us after a
short hiatus.

Horacio Valeiras
N1063M

La Jolla, CA
Horacio has a Meridian. He has over 340
hours and holds a Private license with an

instrument rating. MMOPA Magazine - 
Summer 2008 New Members

Mark Glinz
N46KJ

Bottineau, ND
Mark is a Farmer/Aerial Sprayer. His

company is Glinz AG Aerial. He has a
Mirage, and has over 3100 hours, 

holding MEL and SES ratings.

Jim Gluck
Wichita, KS

Jim is a Physician. He has over 890 
hours and holds SEL and Instrument 

ratings.

Wayne Germano
N727CE

El Paso, TX
Wayne has a Matrix. His occupation is

“Medical”.

cont. page 56 ►
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Harry Holt
Groton, CT

Harry is the owner of Columbia Air
Services. He has been a long time 

supporter of MMOPA. Thanks Harry!

Mike Grilli
N379P

Sapphire, NC
Mike has a Mirage. He is a Consultant.

Charity Wojciechowski
Phoenix, AZ

Charity is in Sales/Mktng. Her company 
is AmSafe Aviation.

John G. Peterson
Vicksburg, MS

John is a business owner. He has over 
2400 hours and holds SEL MEL and 

Instrument ratings.

Jimmy Hayes
Atlanta, GA.

Jimmy’s company is Cox Enterprises.

Bobby Behel
Tuscumbia, AL

Bobby has a Matrix. He is self-employed.

Brian Dominick
Beaver Dam, WI

Brian’s company is Dominick Holdings 
Inc. He is an executive involved in 

Restaurants and Real Estate.

Jerry Wardlaw
N5355S

Savannah, GA
Jerry’s company is Jerry C. Wardlaw
Construction. He has a Malibu and 

has over 700 hours. He holds a Private 
license with IFR and Multi ratings.

William Scaff
N410ST

Aurora, CO
William has a Mirage. He is a Petroleum
Marketer. MMOPA Magazine - Summer 

2008 New Members

Daryl Klarenbach
Calgary, AB Canada

Dayl owns Klarenbach Aviation Ltd. He 
has a JetProp.

Notes From M•MOPA Headquarters

(continued)
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Douglas Olson
Fountain Hills, AZ

Douglas is President of Image Craft.

Leonard Gierach
Emonton, AB, Canada

Leonard is a Joint Venture Broker. His
company is Team 21 Enterprises.

John Woodall
N753C

Frisco, TX
John is President of Your Town Yellow

Pages. He has a Meridian, and has over 
420 hours. He holds a Private license 
with SEL MEL and Instrument ratings.



58 M  MOPAWINTER 2008



59 M  MOPAWINTER 2008



60 M  MOPAWINTER 2008



61 M  MOPAWINTER 2008

M•MOPA Classifieds

FLORIDA SPRUCE CREEK FLY-IN
America’s Premier #1 Fly-in and Country Club
Gated Community with it’s own Airport. 4,000”
paved lighted, east/west runway, paved taxi-
way, fuel. Featuring hangar homes, golf course
homes, nature homes, and condominiums.
15 minutes from Daytona Beach International
Airport and the Atlantic Ocean.
Contact Spruce Creek Fly-In Realty for
information on all properties and prices,
new or resale. Website: www.fly-in.com
Lenny Ohlsson, Broker
e-mail: sales@fly-in.com
800-932-4437 or Evening 386-761-8804

GPS Manuals
A Pilot-friendly manual is now available for 
the WAAS Version of the Gamin G1000. 
Our task-oriented manuals are simplified 
directions that lead you step-by-step through 
all the GPS operations. This manual explains 
the entire contents of both the PFD and 
MFD along with all the soft keys. An Index 
supplements the Table of Contents. Using 
our manuals with the units or trainers is the 
fastest and easiest way to learn. Our library 
also includes: The Garmin GNS 430, 430W, 
480, 530, 530W, GPS on the G000, GPSmap 
295, 296, 396, and 496, Bendix/King’s KLN 
89B/94, 90B, and 900. G1000W is $53.95, 
IFR models $44.95 and Hand helds $39.95. 
Add $6.00 for S & H. Other than U.S. add 
$6 more. ZD Publishing, Inc., PO Box 3487, 
Wichita, KS 67201, 888-310-3134. (In Kansas 
316-371-3134) www.zdpublishing.com 
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Training Update  ...
The following facilities offer initial and/or recurrent training for the Malibu•Mirage.
This list does not constitute an endorsement of any of the trainers listed below.

Advanced Flight Training
International, Inc.
Vero Beach, FL
(772) 473-7356

Initial & Recurrent Courses

Aircraft Training Services, LLC.
Buffalo Grove, Illinois
(847) 947-2238

Initial & Refresher Courses

Aviation Training Management
Vero Beach, Florida
(772) 778-7815

Initial & Refresher by Appointment

Eclipse International, Inc.
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 822-1611

Initial & Refresher with Mary Bryant at
St. Petersburg or Customer’s Location

FlightSafety International
Lakeland, Florida
1-800-726-5037

Initial & Recurrent Training

Travis Holland
Holland Aero
www.holland.aero
360-734-8419

JetPROP initial and recurrent
Training and North Atlantic training
And ferry. Services offered worldwide
At your location or at KBLI.

Lester Kyle’s Aircraft Training
Vero Beach, Florida
(772) 562-5438

Initial & Recurrent Training

Mariani Aviation Services
Vero Beach, Florida
(772) 567-8666 or (772) 713-4368

Initial & Refresher Training with
John Mariani at any location

RWR Pilot Training
Baltimore, Maryland
1-866-870-8196
www.rwrpilottraining.com

Initial & Recurrent Training for Malibu,
Mirage, and Meridian with Dick Rochfort
At any location

SimCom Training Centers
Vero Beach, Florida
1-800-272-0211

Initial & Refresher by Appointment

MALIBU/MIRAGE SAFETY & TRAINING FOUNDATION 

SAFETY / FLIGHT SESSIONS:

SAFETY SYSTEMS / MAINTENANCE SESSIONS:

Events Calendar
19th Annual Convention
October  28-31, 2009
Scottsdale, AZ

Helpline ...
620-728-8634

February 20 – 21 
Fredericksburg, TX
Gillespie County Airport (T82)
Host FBO:  Fredericksburg FBO

April 3 - 4    
North Myrtle Beach, SC
Grand Strand Airport (CRE)
Host FBO:  Ramp 66

April 24 – 25   
Prescott, AZ
Ernest A. Love Field (PRC)
Host:  Arizona Aircraft, Inc.

August 14 – 15   
Olathe, KS
Johnson County Executive Airport (OJC)
Piper Host / FBO:  Kansas City Aviation 
Center, Inc. (KCAC)

September 18 – 19   
Bar Harbor, ME 
Hancock County – Bar Harbor Airport 
(BHB) Piper Host / FBO:  Columbia Air 

Services   

February 5 - 7   
Palm Springs, CA
Jacqueline Cochran Regional Airport (TRM)
Host:  Thermal Self Service
Alternate FBO:  Tradition Aviation

November 12 - 14   
Vero Beach, FL
Vero Beach Airport (VRB)
Host:  Piper Aircraft Company

International Session (Ground School Only):

Trip:  July 16 - 27  
Rome, Italy
Florence, Italy
Italian Air Force Museum @ Lake Bracciano
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